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Khemrak Phumin City, Koh Kong Province, 26 March, 2012

PRESS RELEASE
A new climate change project targets vulnerabilities in the coastal area

A new initiative aimed at promoting resilience against climate change impacts along the coastal
communities in Koh Kong and Preah Sihanouk provinces was launched today in Koh Kong.

The project titled “Coastal Adaptation and Resilience Planning” is an initiative co-sponsored by the multi-
donor Cambodia Climate Change Alliance (CCCA) and Global Environmental Facility, and is implemented by
DHI, a Danish organization, in partnership with the Ministry of Environment.

The project, over the next two years, will focus on reducing coastal vulnerability to climate change impacts
on agriculture and natural ecosystems and strengthening the capacity of coastal communities to adapt to
the climate change impacts. The project includes concrete demonstration activities in the two selected
target areas, namely Krasaop (Koh Kong province) and Prey Nup (Preah Sihanouk province).

During the launching of the project today, H.E. Lohn Heal, Technical Director General, Ministry of
Environment, and Chairman of Project Steering Committee (PSC), said that this project addresses one of
the key priorities identified in Cambodia’s National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA). He further
emphasized that, in order for the activities of these particular sites to be effectively implemented, it is
necessary for coastal communities and sub-national and national institutions to actively participate in
coordinating project activities.

Also present at the launch was H.E. Say Socheat, Deputy Governor of Koh Kong province who believed
Cambodia was on the right track to have such project on climate change resilience and adaptation in the
coastal area and this intervention is appropriate for the coastal communities to understand and prepare for
climate change impacts.

Cambodia Climate Change Alliance (CCCA), a co-sponsor of this new project, is a multi-donor programme
established in early 2010 financed by EU, Sida, Danida and UNDP through a CCCA Trust Fund. For this new
project, the Trust Fund provides US$2.2 million to this project whose total budget amounts amount to US$
3.8 million.

CCCA programme has an explicit goal of promoting national capacity building, the core of such efforts
targeting the National Climate Change Committee (NCCC), and building a national platform for knowledge
management and learning. Grant projects which implement on-the-ground climate change response
activities with the resources from the CCCA Trust Fund, including this new coastal project, are expected to
generate practical lessons learned for wide dissemination as well as to impact policy making at both
national and sub-national levels.

This vision is reflected in the following remark made today by Mr. Jens Erik Lyngby, Senior Programme
Advisor from DHI - “The most important of this component is that it will provide on the ground
demonstration of climate adaptation measures and thereby support the overall understanding of the CCCA
importance and on the ground visibility of the activities”.

For more information about this event or the project, please contact:

Jens Erik Lyngby, Senior Advisor, DHI Mr. El Chuon, Information Management Officer,
Email: jel@dhigroup.com Cambodia Climate Change Alliance Trust Fund
Tel:+855-0-12-958530 Secretariat (CCCA-TFS), Ministry of Environment

Email: echuon@camclimate.org.kh
Tel: +855-0-12-718174
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